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A¥TERNOON SEssION. 

Sole 2 pan. The choir and congregation sang, “Guide us, O Thou 
great Jehovah.” Prayer by Elder Matthias F. Cowley. Singing by the choir, 
“Though deep'ning trials throng your way.” 

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS, 


Seventies, was the first 
afternoon. It was gratifying to see the widespread interest of the Latter-day | 


Saints in all the work of God. But each person in the Church is especially 


interested in that particular part of the work to which he has been called. 


His place, the speaker said, as one of the presidents of Seventy, would justify 
ie: the: and: the had to- make 
this afternobn. 

would be wisdom on the part of presidents of stakes not to call on these men 
to fill positions where these positions micht be filled by competent High 
Priests or Elders. The same is true of the members of the quorums of Seventy. 
Here Elder Roberts read from the Book of Mormon to the effect that men 
were. ordained “according to the natural gifts of men.” Those who ordain 
men to offices should bear in mind the qualities of mind in the young to be 
ordained. For instance, young men of a judicial turn of mind might be placed 


in such: positions as will make it possible for them, in the future, as need de- 
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velops, to enter High Councils with the least probability of detrimentally affect- 
ing the organization. And so with those who possess the ability to teach. 

There is no body of men to which the remark of President Smith concern- 
ing getting out of debt, applies with greater force than the 3 Corres- 
pondence between the Seventies and the first ‘pouneil is is true. 
debt, preaching of 
the Gospel is impeded. He would urge the Seventies, therefore, above all the 

d to carry the Gospel to the nations the earth. 
sident Smith, ne 
of manual training. The fact that it is needful to call attention to this matter 
indicates that we are undergoing a c The limits of our population are 
becoming more restricted. Young men have to push out into new countries; 
and in order to do this, they must know something of the mechanical arts. 
The professions are already overcrowded. This is a day of organization. 
Everything is controlled by corporations. One of the questions for the Latter- 
day Saints to answer is, what shall be the relation between those among us 
who practise the mechanical arts and trades, and the trade unions. — 

The theology of the world has changed since the introduction of the Gospel. 
You ean get no minister to-day to teach infant damnation, predestination, or 
even that continuous revelation is not probable. The arts and sciences are 
combining to further God’s work. We sometimes forget: the moral phase of 
our modern invention. It has not been long since the first message was flashed 
‘over the wires. Now all parts.of the earth are within instantaneous com- 
munication. It is by no means improbable that the wires may be dispensed 
with. The moral force of it all is this, that God can be in communication 
with all his works. If man, with his limitations, can do so much, it is very 
probable that God can have done all that He is said in sacred writ to have per- 
formed. The speaker concluded the Sainte.” 
ELDER JOSEPH MERRILL: | 
was te next speaker. He had presided for some time over the Samoan mis- 
sion. He wished to say that there was on the islands a band of faithful 
brethren preaching to the people of Samoa. This mission has been estab- 
lished about fifteen years. It is as good a mission as there is anywhere. It 
is true that some of the Elders are sick, but not more frequently than in other 
warm climates. The power of the Lord is manifest there among the Saints. 
The speaker bore his testimony to the truth. It was the game testimony, 
he said, as the Saints everywhere possessed. He spoke of the frequency with 
which we dedicate our services and our property to the nee Hie ail often 
wondered if, when we did this, we realized what we said. ‘ 

He spoke of the Seventies and the difficulties which in 
responding to calls to go on missions.” Sometimes these difficulties are the 
results of the unwisdom of the Seventies themselves. Sometimes the Seven- 
ties are in debt; at other times the family cannot see their way clear to obtain 
a livelihood. ‘No Seventy, such will de Condeth- 


tion. 
the Netherlands wen armed the conferees 
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For ties pon pant he had been on à mission. He had been home now for 
about five months. The prospects in the Netherlands mission are good. 
There are thirty Eiders there, and about two thousand Saints, of whom about 
two hundred had been baptized during the past year. Religious liberty 
abounds ; the only restriction being placed on the Elders to preach on the 
streets. ‘Tlie people ‘vedi the Bible much homes they apyteciate the doctrines 
brought‘them by the Elders. The chief difficulty in Belgium is in getting men 
to speak fluently the French language. He spoke of the belief of one of the 
former sects of the Catholic church that Elijah would come. He believed 
that there was a great work to be done among such people. He had, in connec- 
tion with President: Francis M. Lyman, traveled through Palestine, France and 
Italy, and had been agreeably surprised in the condition in which he found 
the Italians. It was wholly different from what one would infer from seeing 


the representatives of these people in other countries. 


He admonished the young to prepare for responsibilities in the work of 


God. No temptation should be permitted to turn them aside from the path 
of truth. In conclusion, he prayed that God would ee ee 
and bors's agen testimony to the trath. 7 
CHARLES KSLLY, 

of the oldest stakes of the Church. There are about seven thousand souls 
there. There are more than one thousand five hundred who bear the Aaronic 
Priesthood. ‘The presidency are united, and love each other. It is so with 
the High Council. This body holds meetings monthly: There are thirteen 
wards and three branches, in each of which the same spirit of unity and love 
‘prevails. ° Wichin the last seven years the tithing has been doubled. There 
is more union among the people than there has ever been manifest in the stake. 
Years ago President Snow established co-operation and the people have not 
forgotten the instructions he gave them. Misfortunes came to retard the 
industrial activity of the people. And though the institutions established 
years ago are not in existence to-day, the principles underlying them are still 
kept in mind. There is a new railroad now in course of construction, and also 
a new sugar factory, and a canal. There is plenty of opportunity for the young 
men and Suny ween, 
our people. 
lead the Church. He had sat in this Tabernacle and listened to the words of 
Gospel. 

‘The choir ang, “How are Thy servants blewed, O Lord” Benediction was 


Sunday. 10 . am. The choir and — “Now rejoice in 


sing, Come, dearest Lord, descend and dwell.” 
PRESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND 
wes the first spoaker of the morning session. He ene wits 
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success of the work of God in all parts of the world. The missionaries in every 
land are meeting with success. Of course, there is some opposition. In Ger- 
many, for instance, an effort has been made to prevent the Elders from preach- 
ing to that nation. Those who are endeavoring to accomplish: this act of 
intolerance admit that they have nothing against the missionaries, but. they 
do not like their religion. In some countries there is still more or less religious 
‘intolerance. In some of the Scandinavian nations the officers of the law admit 
that they have less trouble with those who belong to the Church than with 
others. In Copenhagen the house 
spread the truth. 7 

He was pleased with the reports that come from the various missions, The 
missionaries are working zealously to spread the Gospel. At home, too, the 
work is progressing in the stakes of Zion. The First Presidency have visited 
most of these stakes, and have found the Saints trying to live their religion. 
The increase in tithing alone would indicate this improvement. The people 
everywhere are endeavoring to pay off their indebtedness, according to the 
instructions of the leading brethren. There are many yet whose names are 
on the list of non-tithe-payers. There is something wrong with a member of 
the Church who does not pay his tithing. This is not a new law. It dates 
back as far as the time of Abraham. The eats wt be blessed inabiging 
this law. 

wealth on the part of the Saints. Not that there is anything wrong in having 
money, but the harm comes from loving it. There are some manifestations of 
a thirst for wealth among the Saints. They should guard against speculation. 
But above all no man should borrow money to invest in speculative schemes; 
for thereby he may bring distress upon many. The old way of laboring for 
wealth is the best way to become rich. Some, it is true, get rich quickly by 
speculation in mining, but we forget the hundreds that are ruined by it. Let 
us remain, therefore, on firm ground. The only question for a Saint to ask in 
his financial enterprises is not, will it pay! but how much good will it do! 
Some of our enterprises have not realized large dividends but they have done 
a great amount of good to the people of the state. And this is the same with 
respect to some private ventures. We should seek for wisdom. He that hath 
eternal life is rich. 

by asking God's blessing upon the conference. | | 

ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS, | 
of the first council of Seventy, was the next speaker. He was. aie pleneed 
yesterday morning when President Smith spoke of manual training in the 
schools. President Young, in founding the Church school system, emphasized 
the mechanical arts. In the early days the Saints were conspicuous for their 
skill in the crafts. This is, unfortunately, not the same to-day. The speaker 
thought that in this respect we were not so well off as we were twenty-five 
years ago. More encouragement, therefore, should be given to the industrial 


neglected. 
He thought that some of our schools lay oe on athletics Ath- 
letics are needful, but too much time should not be given to them. One 
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reason is that generally those who engage in athletics are those who need this 
exercise least. Those who really need exercise usually stand by to applaud 
the victors. This surplus energy should be directed into channels of industry. 

As ons of the general superintendency of the Sunday schools, he desired to 
say something of this organization. Recently a change had been made in the 
course of study in these schools which would contribute to the advancement 


of the children, not only intellectually, but spiritually. The perfect grading 


in the schools will obviate the repetition of subjects as in the past. The aim 
has been to establish faith in the hearts of the young people. And this idea 
should be kept in mind by those who use the Sunday school “outlines.” His- 
tory has been emphasized, but it to for the 
understanding of doctrine 

Ho elle attention to the fact that some of theatatistical reports sometimes 
come in very incomplete. Owing to the delays of some of the stakes and 


wards, he was unable to give the increase in the enrollments. This served to 


show how important it is that we should be individually punctual in whatever 

‘BLDER REUBEN d. MILLER, — 


port that the general condition of his stake was good. It comprised part of 


the two counties, Carbon and Emery, and is about seventy by ninety miles in 
extent. There are fifteen wards, scattered over a large area of country. The 


people ure tryiug to do their duty. They ha ve all the organizations necessary | 


for modern ‘¢ivilization,” stich as ‘saloons. The Saints, however, keep away 
from them pretty well. The conditions prevailing here arise partly from the 
faot that one of the counties of the Emery stake is a great coal district. There 
is a plan on foot by which thousands of acres may be brought under cultiva- 
tion. When this plan is matured, there will be ample room for those who are 
an hunter somes He bore his testimony to the truth of the Gospel. | 
“DBR WILLIAM ©. PARKINSON, 

the ‘stabs, weit addressed tis’ The Hyrum 
— he said, is situated in the southern part of Cache valley, with a Mor- 

mon” population of about 7, 500. There are ten wards. He thought it a good 
idea to divide the stakes, so as to bring more members into activity. The 
presidency and high council were united ; the people were paying their tithes, 
keeping the Sabbath and endeavormg as best they could to do their duties. 
He thought it was one of the model stakes of Zion. There are only two 
saloons in the stake—two more than the people wanted. The tithing had 
increased greatly during the past year. The organizations are all complete 
and active. There are some poor in the stake, but they are taken care of. 
He testified to the joy he had in the principles of the Gospel. 

; ELDER THOMAS B. BASSETT, 

president of the Fremont stake of Zion, was the next speaker. This stake is 
about two hundred miles north of this city, in the northern part of what is 


called southeastern Idaho. There are eighteen wards extending over an area 


of seventy square miles. There is a population of about six thousand. All 


the organizations are complete. He felt proud of those who were in charge 


of these organizations. He and his counselors were papier also the 
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high council. , There are two quorums of Seventy there, and four quorums of 
Elders, The stake superintendency of the Sunday school are active, and also 
the officers of the Mutual Improvement associations. The religion class or- 
ganization is not so active as could be wished. Finangially the people are 
more prosperous than they ever were. There has been a marvelous growth. in 
that part of the country. The academy in Rexburg is useful in the religious 
government of the stake. It has now an enrollment of two hundred and sixty- 
five, About forty young men have been studying the missionary course. This 
He bore his testimony to the truth of the latter day work. A Fe 
J. GOLDEN KIMBALL, . 
al the l of first seven presidents of Seventies, was the 8 3 
He began by calling attention to the difference between the ways of the Lord 
and those of men. No people quibble so little over the Bible as the Latter- 
day Saints. It is necessary in order to read the Bible correctly to be in 
possession of the same spirit by which it was written. There must be very 
little of this spirit in the world, else they would see more nearly alike. The 
Book of Mormon had long been a stumbling, block to the world. He spoke of 
the unpopularity of “Mormonism.” He thought that if the Saints would drop 
a few of their doetrines—revelation, missionary for 
eternity, ete. they would be popular. on owt on! 
had labored with the Seventies, for four years, when they wers notified, that 
there were Seventies on the non-tithing lists. He read gtatisties to show the 
number of Seventies who do not pay tithing... The vo ncil had been working 
is ry te During the past year about five hundred missionaries had 
been called from the Seventies, Ot this number only five had ee 
on missions. | 
He said that he thought that Saints spend joa macs Gell ie missionary 
work. If the Gospel must be preached with money, those who stay at home 
ought to help sustain the burdens of preaching it. He read a revelation given 
to his father, Heber C. Kimball, to show the blessings that come from preach- 
ing the Gospel. Land cares the of thons their time 
in preaching His truth. , 
The choir sang the anthem, “Ronse ll ye mortals the dawn i now” 
Benediction by Elder John Henry Smith. | f 


Tun ‘SYMPATHY, 


BY ELDER ROBERT L. ANDERSON, or THE LONDON CONFEBENOR, 

Tus Latter-day Saints are practical in their religious life. Absolute 
want can-hardly exist among them, and they have no need for labor unions 
or workhouses. The needy are not permitted to suffer, They are provided 
for through the fast offerings of the Saints. The aged—God bless them are 
looked after in a way that is without parallel on earth. “Old Folks’ day,” 
with its joyful reunion, a Latter-day Saint institution, illustrates, this 
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A spot is designated as the gathering place for these dear old souls. The 
railways and tramways provide free transportation. All over seventy years 
their happy more than a reward for all trouble, They are children 
anti of toner als: It 
is a touching sight. God rewards the efforts of His people for this labor of 
practical love. All over seventy wear a red badge, all over eighty a blue one, 
and all over ninety a white mark of honor. The writer has assisted many white 
ribbon heroes and heroines to their places. 

There are few things more destructive to true religious life than to feel 
sympathy for the suffering of others and then make no effort to help, or worse 
still to profess sympathy that is not real. Sometimes in real life we see illus- 
trated the fable of the sick deer that sought rest and comfort in the mountains: 
he chose a quiet and secluded spot close to a streum where the grass was high 
and abundant, and felt that now she could obtain food and nourishment without 
much effort. The friends of this deer, learning of her illness, sought her out, 
and ‘while synipathising and condoling with her, they nibbled up all the grass 
abouk : After their departure the sick deer finding the grass all gone starved 
to ddath. orn: 

us the duty of being helpful.’ The wounded man at the roadside received no 
aid from the priest or the Levite, both of whom seeing his nakedness passed 
over toi the-other side and went on. But a ‘despised Samaritan journeying 
that way bandaged the wounds and carried him to a place of safety. Jesus 
asks which was a neighbor to him that fell among thieves. neers 


NEWS: oF THE GREAT ‘WEST. 


˙ Ute; bas heen 
started, and it will be finished in good time for this season’s crop, 

‘Tax death of Septimus W. 
home near Salt Lake City, April 7th. During four years of his early life he was a ‘mis- 
sionary.in Great Britain, his native land, and during this time presided ably over the 
‘Liverpool conference. 

NM Hannon’ wife of the late George Goddard, died in Salt 
Lake City, April 12th. She was born in Leicester, England, in 1817. After accepting 
the Gospel with her husband she emigrated to Utah; and on that hard journey lost five 
children by death. Sister Goddard was a faithful worker in the Relief Society. | 

Mua: ‘Roseer Loum Srepaenson recently passed through Salt Lake City. At her 
invitation a number of Elders who had formerly been missionaries in Samoa, called on 
the lady at the Knutsford. Mrs. Stephenson and her late husband, the great novelist, 
laboring 80 unselfishly among the natives. 

Rennert a reunion was held in the sixteenth ward hall, Salt Lake City, of the Welsh 
mission agsociation, Besides a most interesting program speeches were made by many 


Arthur L. Thomas, formerly governor of Utah. . 
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THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT. 
‘The 
n him to pray, enables him also to blaspheme. 
The physinal strength that makes him useful to his fellows’ and a defender of 
the weak can become a menace to humanity. The possession of authority and 
influence gives power to commit wrongs, at least for a time, as well as to do 
right. The higher the power, the grosser it would seem can the abuse become. 
This same principle. 
of man — the power of proereation. mont bin 
placed within all 
of. His living creatures an instinct, which is stronger in some cases than is even 
life, to reproduce themselves. In some of the lower forms of life it would 
seem as though almost the sole object of existence is reproduction, for when 
that is accomplished the creature immediately dies. But below man there is 
probably no case ‘where the instinct leads to its wilful abuse. To man’s shame 
it must be said that though standing as the crown of our Father’s creation, he 
alone mocks the first great law, to be fruitful and multiply his species. How 
grievously he does this is apparent when we think of conditions as they are, 
not among savage tribes alone, but in the very centers of civilization. We 
need not mention all the crimes that are committed against the moral law in 
every land. Upon thé face of the earth there are millions of wretched women 
living by.means of their shame. Horribly reversing the object of their crea-. 
tion, that of bringing forth life, they are trafficking in sin whose wage is 
physical and spiritual death. Besides this defiled host there are the countless 
daughters of Eve, who though not supporting themselves from their corruption 
have lost the most precious possession of woman, their virtue. And we must 
remember that when women fall, a corresponding number of men are 
more guilty than are they. After a woman has once fallen she may become 
as vicious as ‘sny man, but when she ‘first falls the man ‘thet causes her ruin 
The state of things is partially revealed by the record of children 
into the world contrary to both human and divine law. —— — 
concerning this matter are incomplete. The last available figures show that 
in the cities of Vienna, Prague, Munich, Stockholm and Moscow a third of all 
children born are illegitimate. In Gustamale among the white.inhabitanta.s 
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exceptionally: large figures, but the actual births represent of course only a 
very small part of the crime with which they are associated. The darker and 
more horrible side is exposed when consideration is given to the common but 
none the less loathsome interference with the course of nature, or the actual 
murder of the young life before or after birth. Besides the moral disease that 
such conditions indicate, the physical ruin is appalling. ; One may be convinced 
of this by going through the slums of any great city and seeing there the sore 


eyes, diseased skin, and especially on the Continent the paralyzed limbs that 


are acquired or inherited to a great extent through sexual sin. Over half of 
the British soldiers in India must go to the hospital every year on account of 


disease brought upon themselves by their sinful indulgence. We look back © 


upon the ancient nations as having gone to the greatest possible extreme in 
immorality, but a prominent writer on the subjett says that the facts which 
come constantly to the knowledge of the police “Jeave no doubt that in in- 
tensity of vice the great centers of civilization have nothing to learn from 
Corinth, imperial Rome, ancient Egypt or modern China.” | . 

Ons owe tick at heart at the thought of the depth of human degradation. 
: How inst tbe Lord feel whose all- pieruing eyes behold the most secret acts of 
men and whose: pure ‘heart is grieved by every sin of His children He has 
commarided moet’ solemnly that the fountains of life should not be polluted. 

oul ps He has’ romised should be poured out in the latter days. Can not 
some of them arise from man's terrible. dimegard of: the 
Commandment 


eure fog auch ctndithons as exist can never come “while ve: 


mains as it is. As long as there is ttle or no sentiment against man’s being 
unchaste, women will not conform to the moral law. .When children, boys as 
well as girls, are reared in the admonition that it is far preferable to lose life 
than to lose virtue, we can hope for a change. But the teaching of parents in 
this regard must be consistent and sincere. If they themselves have walked 
in the way of the ungodly, they must repent genuinely before they can im- 
press children with the necessity of virtue. It is far better if they have never 
compromised with sin, for then their own modesty and love of virtue will be 
inherited. Parents who prevent the birth of children for the sake of sinful 


gratification and then ee | 


if their words are 

| Iba the appreciation of family life that will make the world pure if it ever 
becomes so. When all feel the truth of Paul's words, “neither is the man 
without the woman, neither the woman without.the man, in the Lord,” we 
may hope for better things. If the ambition of all young men and women 
were, as it should be, to enter the holy relation of matrimony and to become 
honorable parents, they would put restraints upon their passions and subdue 
themselves. If they realized that they might make the contract that unites 
them, binding not alone for this world but for eternity, and that the children 
born under that sacred covenant would be forever theirs, even a greater motive 
would come to them to keep from defiling themselves. 

Tho doctrine of the Lord is that marriage is the duty and privilege of every nor- 


mal man and woman. By the authority of the holy priesthood, whereby all that 
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death, but for time and eternity. Into the highest state of happiness prepared 
by the Lord for the faithful the man cannot come without the woman, mor can | 
the woman come without the man. This sacred union, marriage under the 
new and everlasting covenant, can only be maintained by the purs in heart. 
Those who enter it know that infidelity to their sacred: vows and to one 
another may rob them not only of continued association in the world to come 
but of any degree of salvation whatever. Chastity becomes, therefore, of 
vital importance, and parents can teach their sons and daughters that they 
would a thousand times rather see them laid in the grave than to have them 


TTT 2 2 
LETTER FROM ‘INDIA... 
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ast: 


— Bind, Roamer 
o kde oti Mr. Marshall and all others that the Saints have 
not left Utah and do not intend’ to do so. Some of them ‘have settled in 
Mexico, some in Candda, others in Idaho, Wyoming, Nevada, Arizona and 
Colorado but that is only because Zion is growing and her üldren 
We are also pleased to say that Elder John H. Gbr a e 7 
Elder, is now laboring in India. His address is No. 86 Gwalior Road, Agra. 
Tada. We hope that there may be others sent to aid him in chat’ t 1 
in the future. Elder Truman Leonard, spoken of in the letter, died in Tull 
faith several years ago, but his righteous labors, performed forty-eight y Sars 
ago, are bearing fruit though be has passed away. 1.0 


land road, Canton, Cardiff. 


Tue Grimsby conference headquarters after May tt, 100, wll 
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Tere Seottish eonference will be held at the Masonic Halls, 100 West Regent 
street, Glaagow, on Sunday, May 10th, services perenne 10:30 ami and 


THE! ‘LEEDS: CONFERENCE. 
strceh, off Leeds road, Bradford, Sunday, April 26, 1903, commencing at 10:30 
a. m. President Franklin C. Moyle presiding.. There were present of the 
ministry, President Francis M. Lyman of the European mission, Elder Ben- 
jamin R. Birchall, of the Manchester conference, Brother Charles Woolfenden, 
and 
the following Elders and missionaries of the Leeds conference: Walter J. Wild, 
Franeis Starkey, Ir,, James W. Betteridge, Henry A. (Cleveland, Willard A. 
Hatch; Jchn H. Hill, Sylvan E. Needham, David I. Reese, A. Fenley Merrell, 
George M. Stark, Raymond H. Clayton, David ane 
J ennie Woodward and Olive E. Clark. 
Altes the regular opening exercises of singing and prayer the sacrament was 
’ tered by. Elders Reese and Needham. President Moyle welcomed the 
: Saints. and. friends and, prayed that the Spirit of the Lord might be made 
manifest, Said that the Saints should be grateful for the light of truth which 
they, have eren The general and local authorities of the Church were 
presented y sustained. President. Moyle. then read the statis- 
tical report * the six 23 ending, March 31, 1903. 
é . Elders: Wild and Clayton called. attention to the blessings which, the dana 
| bas given to His children, and of he necessity of our living up to the light 
we have received. 


— 


partake of the smcrament with the Saints It is a sacred ordinance of the 
Church and we should therefore partake of it worthily or we eat and drink 
condemnation to our souls. We worship the true and living God and 
His Son Jesus Christ. We hold Joseph Smith as a Prophet and witness of 
the. Gospel of the Lord and that he was chosen of the Lord for His special 
work of restoring the Gospel in our day, as Moses was called to lead Israel, or 
has 
We follow the Savior because was the only perfect pattern that has ever 
lived upon the earth. The Lord d. to draw all men to Him by the Spirit, 
which enlightens every man that comes into the world. The Saints should 
not be in a hurry to emigrate, but should stay in this country and help further 
the work of the Lord. 
After opening exercises in the afternoon Elder Hill, Sister Woodward and 
Elder Birchall addressed the congregation upon the first principles of the 
| The Gospel is the only plan which will save and exalt mankind. 
We must be loyal and subject to God to enjoy His blessings. Righteous 
| living brings joy and happiness always, As the Apostles of old said, We 
| oo The Gospel is an agreement between 
President Lyman ‘read from Mosiah, third chapter, the words of King 
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Benjamin, showing the similarity in the testimony of the writers of the Bible 


and the Book of Mormon of the coming of the Savior. Little children are free 


from sin and need no baptism. All men and women who have reached the 


Age of accountability should be baptized as was Jesus. If everybody were 


Latter-day Saints there would be nothing but peace, prosperity, honesty and 
happiness in the earth. This will be the condition when the Savior reigns 
epon' the earth'as King of ‘kings and’ Lord of lords.” 
obedience to the Gospel, and in no other wax. 

Elder Morgan, Brother Woolfenden and Sister Clark were’ the Waben 
in the evening. The Lord has always manifested His mind and will to His 
people through revelation to His prophets. It is the chief stone“ in the 
foundation of the Gospel. We must yield obedience to the laws of heaven to 
gain our salvation. We must be united, as Christ said, “Except ye are one 
ye are not mine.” In order to understand the words of the Lord, the scrip- 
tures, we must be in possession of the Holy Spirit. Men must ‘repent and be 
baptized in order to receive that Spirit. ‘As ‘the Savior was’ about “His 
Father's business,” so are we. 925 

President Lyman said that the Later day Saints te Iiborsl in their 
We acknowledge that all people have some truth. The Lord loves honest 
and sincere people who will live His laws as they are made known to them. 
We all have joy in doing good to our fellow-men, and will be blessed according 
to our good deeds. The revelation of the Lord comes through the ‘Haly Spirit: 

The Bradford choir sang two suitable quartette 
dered the hymn, “Great Spirit, listen to the red man’s — Bi 


service. 


During the day over one thousand attended the services. Gira writing 


President Lyman met with the local priesthood and encouraged and counseled 


them in their duties. At the council meeting of the traveling missionaries, 
President Lyman heard reports and Gave instructions et 
continue on in the good work. | 

Monday evening, April 27th, Elder Birchall delivered an illustrated lecture, 
“Mormonism Exposed.“ About three hundred and fifty were present. The 
chair was very kindly taken by Mr. William Dawson at 7:30 p.m. We appre- 
ciate the kindness shown by Mr. Dawson in presiding at angers re 


to ave thir play and justice. 
RaYMOND H. Crarrox, Clerk of Conference. 
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A REVIEW OF. THE LATE CONFERENCE. 


BY ELDER EDWARD 1 ANDERSON, ASSOCIATE EDITOR or THE 
“TMWPROVEMENT ERA.” | 


Tun Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints wae pilin years 


old on the 6th of April, 1903. Those who were present to witness the throngs 


that attended the annual conference, held in Salt Lake City, on April 4th, 5th. 
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with six baptized members on that sixth day of April, seventy-three years ago. 
A mere nucleus then; now the representatives alone from all parts of the western 


states; Canada and Mexico numbered a host in itself. Then, a few members 


in one state; now over three hundred thousand people with prosperous homes 
and eee in nearly all the western states, in Canada and Mexico, with 
missions and colonies in all the states and in many parts of the world, and 
upon the islands of the sea. Then the Prophet alone with his few followers 
making known their heavenly message; now fifteen hundred missionaries 
constantly in the field of the world proclaiming the glad tidings of the Gospel 
of Christ restored, through the voice of God from heaven, with thousands of 
faithful men and women in well organized, free and happy communities 


eagiely sedswithosd pay teaching the woed, and training the young in the way 


of true temporal and spiritual salvation. 

The conference opened with the great Tabernacle 8 while every 
5 1 following filled the big building to its utmost limits. On Sunday the 
Assembly hall was thrown open also, and completely filled. Still there were 
large numbers who could not gain admission. The key- note of instruction 
was sounded by President Joseph F. Smith in his opening address on Satur- 
day. He warned the people to get out of debt in these prosperous times, and 
to free themselves, and keep free, from burdensome financial obligations, and 
to avoid. mortgages and speculative investments. A second important topic 
was the need of teaching the young people to be producers, mechanics and 
artisans, rather than mere followers of the learned professions. This implies 
manual training and domestic science as part of the education of the boys 
and girls, so that they may be able to produce something for the general wel- 
fare. While he did not in any way belittle scholastic attainments, he pointed 
out the need of knowing how to cultivate the soil.to the best advantage, how 
to make articles needful for the comfort and convenience of the people, and 
how to manage the practical affairs of home. These topics were enlarged upon 
with many illustrations by succeeding speakers, and the impression made will 
surely result in good. We may look for the more practical sides of education, 


especially in our Church schools, from this time forth. The nobility of prac- 


tical labor, and the contentment arising therefrom, will be more clearly 
manifest among the people. 

During the meetings a large be of: presiding n 
which were marked by a. spirit of. zeal and enthusiasm, were significant as 
showing the increase of faith and good works as well as the growth of the 
Saints. In one part of Idaho, where only a few years ago one ward existed 
with two hundred souls, five stakes have been organized, each with a popula- 
tion of from five to six thousand members. The people were generally faithful, 
moral, temperate, enjoying peace and the spirit of the Gospel, There were, 
w 
general rule. 

The Seventies are doing a great work in proclaiming the Gospel to the 
| uations; and incidents were related showing the self-sacrifice that individuals 
are making for the Gospel’s sake. This in the aggregate amounts in 6 year, 
to hundreds of thousands of dollars. Men and women show more faith, self- 
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work of this Church than are shown by an other church or people in the world. 
This labor of the Latter-day Saints stands apart and alone, 4 striking testimony — 
of their faith in the divine work as revealed and established throngh the 
Prophet Joseph Smith—and their earnest belief in ‘the doctrines, ostinato, 


a en and spiritual gifts therein enjoyed. 


A striking part of the program was President Smiths n 
‘which he testified earnestly of the desire of the Saints to be model citizens, to 
their patriotism, and the love we bear for our country, and her institutions, 
and our desire to support the government in its righteous efforts to carry 
liberty to other natione and to the islands of the sea. Some of the enemics 


and misrepresent the Saints, were vigorously denounced: as — 


ra vening wolves in sheep's clothing, and yet the people were asked to treat them 
right, and to contend for the liberties and rights of all people, good and bad, 
and even to follow the admonition of Christ in relation to those who lie about 
us and despitefully use us. He denounced the liquor traffic, and declared that 
no Latter-day Saint did or could engage in such a disgraceful business. Any- 

one pretending to be a “Mormon” 80 engaged should. be immediately cut off 

from the Church. Temperance, virtue, chastity, cleanliness: in person, home, 


speech and spirit, were enjoined upon the people in stirring, practical sentences, 


that made a deep impression upon the hearers, and that will find lodgment in 
the hearts of every true believer. The spirit of the great gathering was for 
the promotion of thrift, integrity, honor, righteousness, mercy and peace among 
the people; and for the gaining of practical knowledge, intelligence and the 
spirit of the Gospel of Christ. This desire will permeate the whole Church, 
for there were present representatives from all its stakes, and from many of 
the mission fields in various parts of the world. The Priesthood held two 
important meetings where the real work of progress was impressed _— the 
leaders. 

The Relief soeiction: Guaday ther 
auxiliary organizations were well represented, and some of them ‘had their 
annual gatherings in connection with the conference. Several of the mission- 
ary societies also met and enjoyed old times, notably the Polynesian: society, 
which gathered one evening in: the Assembly hall. where a ‘display. ot curios 
from the islands of the sea was among the attractions. — 

"For the first timo in the history of the people e United States seaatot, 


is a member of the quorum of the Twelve, spoke in the conference, Hon. 


Reed Smoot. His instructions were practical, relating to the need of clean- 
liness moral and personal, and to the evil prevalent in the world, of preventing 
offspring, a disease that was even creeping into some of the wealthy homes of 
the Saints. He denounced it as a curse upon mankind, and thanked God that 


the chief of our nation, President Roosevelt, believed — 


man of family. 


national notoriety as a saloon smasher,” to one of our meetings. She spoke 


to a number of people, in the Tabernacle, at the noon’ recess on Monday, being 
introdueed by Elder Nephi Pratt, president of the Northwestern States mission. 
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standard of excellence, and added to the Si of the eis Altogether, 


Zion is growing, and her children are expanding in faith and good works, 


earnestness and devotion, as they : are increasing in importance and numbers. 
The missions in Europe and i in Japan, with Elders Francis M. Lyman and 
Heber J. Grant, as presiding authorities, were remembered in the prayers 


from the stand, and the utmost good feeling goes out from the center of the 


Church of God, where stands His divine temple, to all the workers in the 
nations, a and to all the Saints in the covenant of Christ.the world over. 


CURRENT BVENTS. 


“THB WHITE MAN'S BURDEN.” 
On the eastern and western coasts of Aird Sighting of considerable im- 


_ portance is going on between the British troops and the natives of the country. 


In the west, the British protectorate, Sokoto, is the scene of bloodshed. A 
fierce battle occurred during General Kemball’s march through the desert fror. 
Kano to Sokoto. A small patrol under Lieutenant Wright, numbering forty- 
four men in all, met and repulsed a force of three thousand cavalry and in- 
fantry. The patrol defended themselves by forming a square among the 


‘thickest thorns, and the enemy retreated after a loss of three hundred men, 


having wounded only one man in their attacks. In Somaliland, however, the 


British troops have been less fortunate than in the Soudan. The forces of the 


“Mad Mullah” are still active. On the 17th inst. they killed ten officers and 
one hundred and seventy-four men in a terrible conflict near Gumburru, 
Italian Somaliland. The defeat was accomplished only after Colonel Plunkett 
and his men had used up all their ‘ammunition and slaughtered about two 
thousand of the Mohammedans. In another engagement two officers and 
thirteen men of Major Gough’s command were killed and the loss of the enemy 


was about one hundred or more. The British force was compelled to retire. 


Of course these reverses will only retard the work of bringing order and 
modern government into eastern Africa. The destiny of all uncivilized lands 
seems to be to fall under the governmental control of the civilized nations, 
SLAUGHTER O RUSSIAN BIRDS. 

‘The demands of fashion know no Nip dr reason. The report n 
Moscow that one Berlin firm alone has given an order for eighty thousand 
dead magpies to be used in trimming women’s hats. The magpies are numer- 


ous about Moscow and are useful in eating destructive insects. The farmers 
are naturally disturbed by the loss of so many friends. Further north the 


slaughter goes on even to a greater extent apparently. The white wings of 


the willow ‘gronse are brought to Archangel in great loads, a recent cargo 
weighing ten tons. Other birds suffer equally from the barbarous custom of 


wearing dead birds as an adornment to the head. 


NEW USE OF AUTOMOBILE. . 

Wo bear much of the motor car as a life-destroyer, ee 
to which it is put has been little spoken of. Burglars, safe-breakers and other 
criminals, who do a business large enough to justify it, have begun to use the 
swift car with great advantage to themselves. Tus Taw York police ate soon 
to be provided with a racing car to catch the offenders. 5 
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